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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FOR ASAD ON RABIN'S VISIT 

1 . PLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOWING ORAL MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT 
ASAD: 


2. WITH RABIN VISIT TO WASHINGTON HAVING ENDED, 

I WISH ON BEHALF OF PRESIDENT FORD TO GIVE 

PRESIDENT ASAD A REPORT ON DISCUSSIONS DURING THE VISIT. 

THE SECRETARY WILL HAVE AT LEAST ONE FURTHER SESSION WITH 
RABIN NEXT WEEK IN LOS ANGELES. WASHINGTON TALKS WERE 
VERY DIFFICULT, BUT WE MAY HAVE MADE SOME LIMITED PROGRESS. 

3. THE DISCUSSIONS WITH RABIN COVERED FULL RANGE OF 
MIDDLE EAST ISSUES, INCLUDING QUESTION OF THE PALESTINIANS. 
PRESIDENT ASAD SHOULD KNOW, IN ALL FRANKNESS, THAT RABIN 
CAME HERE WITH AN ESSENTIALLY STAND-PAT POSITION. 
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HAS DOMESTIC DIFFICULTIES ON THIS SCORE, WE CANNOT 
ACCEPT STAGNATION AND STALEMATE BECAUSE THIS WOULD BE 
CONTRARY TO THE NATIONAL INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
STANDING STILL DURING 1976 IS NOT AN ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE, 

WE TOLD RABIN, BECAUSE IT WOULD ERODE THE POSSIBILITIES 
FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT AND LEAD TO DETERIORATION 

OF THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

4. FOLLOWING ON THE TALKS WE HAVE HAD HERE, WE INTEND 

NOW TO DEVELOP SOME IDEAS, BOTH PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE 
IN CHARACTER, THAT WE WILL PURSUE FURTHER WITH THE 
ISRAELIS IN DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. AFTER 

FURTHER EXCHANGES WITH THE ISRAELIS I WILL BE ASKING 
AMBASSADOR MURPHY TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON SO THAT HE 
WILL BE IN A POSITION TO GIVE PRESIDENT ASAD A FIRST- 
HAND ACCOUNT ABOUT WHERE MATTERS STAND. 

5. I HAVE SPOKEN BEFORE TO PRESIDENT ASAD ABOUT THE 
IMPORTANCE OF ALLOWING DOMESTIC OPINION IN THE UNITED 
STATES TO DEVELOP IN SUCH A WAY THAT WE HAVE A GOOD 
BASIS OF SUPPORT FOR THE EFFORTS WE HAVE DETERMINED 
TO MAKE TOWARD A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. I HAVE BEEN 
GRATIFIED OVER THE RECENT PAST TO NOTE THAT THIS PROCESS 
SEEMS CLEARLY TO BE CONTINUING. THE RECENT SECURITY 
COUNCIL MEETING AND THE VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER RABIN 
HAVE NATURALLY LED TO CONSIDERABLE COMMENTARY IN THE 
PRESS ON THE SUBJECT OF THE MIDDLE EAST, AND THE GENERAL 
TENOR OF MUCH OF THIS COMMENTARY HAS BEEN THAT ISRAEL 
MUST FACE UP TO THE QUESTION OF MAKING PEACE, 

PARTICULARLY THE ISSUE OF THE PALESTINIANS. I AM MORE 
THAN EVER ENCOURAGED, THEREFORE, TO BELIEVE THAT WE 
WILL BE ABLE, AT THE RIGHT TIME, TO MAKE THE DETERMINED 
EFFORT WE HAVE COMMITTED OURSELVES TO MAKE. 

6. THE SECRETARY SENDS HIS REGARDS TO PRESIDENT ASAD. KISSINGER 
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